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Patricia Roberts Harris 
The United States has boasted many high achievers, but Patricia Roberts Harris was truly a 
pioneer. She was the first African-American woman to be an ambassador, a presidential cabinet 
member, a member of a major corporation's board of directors, a chair of a national political party 
committee, and a member of the United Nations. She was also the first woman to be a law school dean. 
One of Harris's most important ''firsts" came at the 1964 Democratic National Convention. Asked to 
give the seconding address for Lyndon Johnson, Harris became the first African-American woman to 
have a role in a presidential nomination. In this address, she spoke of issues most dear to her: making 
the American dream available to disadvantaged people throughout the nation and ensuring that justice, 
prosperity, and peace reign nationally and internationally. 
With this 33-cent stamp, the 23rd in the Black Heritage series, the U.S. Postal Service honors 
Harris. The stamp, which features a photograph of Harris taken in the late 1970s, was issued in 
Washington, DC, where Harris lived and worked for much of her life. 
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Patrida Roberts Hanis 
In 1924, Patricia Roberts Harris was born to a Pullman 
dining car waiter and his wife in Mattoon, Illinois. By 1985, 
when she succumbed to cancer, Harris had amassed a life-
time of ach ievements; from her early years as an industrious 
student, to her mature life as a public servant committed to 
the rights of all Americans, especially members of minority 
groups. 
Harris was a model student. She graduated summa cum 
laude from Howard University in 1945. In 1960, she 
graduated first in her class at George Washington University 
ational Law Center. She taught law at Howard for several 
years and was the law school's first woman dean. 
President Lyndon Johnson asked Patricia Harris to give 
the seconding address for his nomination at the 1964 
Democratic National Convention . One year later, he 
appointed her ambassador to 
Luxembourg. Both honors were 
groundbreaking. Harris was the 
first African-American woman 
to participate in a presidential 
nomination or to be an ambas-
sador. 
In 1977, President Carter 
appointed Harris Secretary of Housing and Urban Development
Two years later he_ appointed _her Secretary of Health Education,
and Welfare. Harris was the first African-American woman to
serve on a presidential cabinet. 
like four other stamps in the Black Heritage s ries this elegant
33-cent stamp features a photograph. David Valdez, sij h l 
tographer at HUD, took the photograph in the late 1970s, while
Harris was the HUD Secretary. Originally in color, the photo-
graph has been reprinted in black and white on this 23rd 
in the Black Heritage series. This stamp was issued on 
lanuary 27, 2000, in Washington, DC. 
Stamps printed by Ashton-Potter (USA) Ltd . 
2000 United States Postal Service 
No. 594 in a series 
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FIRST DAY OF ISSUE 
An extraordinary leader, a champion of civil rights, and a committed public 
servant, Patricia Roberts Harris was dedicated to improving the quality of 
life for all Americans. The daughter of a Pullman car waiter, Harris was born 
May 31, 1924, in Mattoon, Illinois. In 1945, she graduated from the presti-
gious Howard University, summa cum laude. Fifteen years later, she graduated 
first in her class from the George Washington University National Law 
Center. In 1965, Harris became the first African-American woman to 
hold a U.S. ambassadorship, when President Johnson named her ambassador 
to Luxembourg. She became the first woman to serve as dean of Howard 
University School of Law in 1969. Appointed Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development in 1977 by President Carter, Harris was the first 
African-American woman to serve as a member of a presidential Cabinet. 
Two years later she was appointed Secretary of Health, Education and 
Welfare. Known for her steadfast determination and forthrightness, 
Patricia Roberts Harris fought discrimination and injustice with a keen 
intelligence and a profound sense of mission. The U.S. Postal Service is 
proud to honor her with the issuance of the 23rd stamp in the Black 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 






































































The authorized gold stamp replica preserved in this cover is produced under a non-exclusive licensing 
agreement with the United States Postal Service. Stamp design © U.S. Postal Service. 


































Patricia Roberts Harris 
Black Heritage Series 
First Day oflssue: January 27, 2000 
First Day City: Washington, D.C. , 
where Harris held numerous offices 
Stamp Designer: Howard Paine 
Delaplane, Virginia 
Patricia Roberts Harris (1924-1985), who is honored on 
this U.S. stamp, was an outstanding role model for women. 
An admired public official and activist during the 1960s 
and 1970s, she championed the needs of the disadvantaged 
and advocated fairness and equality for all Americans. 
Born in Mattoon, Illinois, Harris earned a scholarship 
to Howard University in Washington, D.C. She graduated 
summa cum laude a year ahead of schedule and began 
her career with the YMCA in Chicago. She later attended 
George Washington University Law School and graduated 
© Postal Commemorative Society 
first in her class while working as the national executive 
director of Delta Sigma Theta sorority. 
In 1961 Harris joined the faculty at Howard University 
and was appointed dean of its law school in 1969. Her 
academic career was interrupted in 1965, when President 
Lyndon Johnson named her U.S. ambassador to 
Luxembourg. She was the first African-American woman 
to hold an ambassadorial post. 
Harris continued to be a "woman of firsts." She was the 
first African-American female Cabinet officer, serving 
under President Carter as both Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development and Secretary of Health, Education, 
and Welfare. She was also the first black woman to sit on 
the Board of Directors of major corporations such as IBM 
and Chase Manhattan Bank. 
